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eHealth Week 2011 Concludes on a High Note

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM - (May 17, 2011) - eHealth Week 2011, the largest annual gathering of the pan-European eHealth communities, was held from Tuesday May 10th through Thursday May 12th last week in Budapest. The event brought together more than 2,300 delegates from 60 countries to participate in the numerous sessions and events of the week and share and discuss initiatives to promote the roll-out of health IT across the healthcare eco-system.

“We are very pleased with the results of the celebration of eHealth Week 2011, which for the first time took place in Eastern Europe, on occasion of the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union. This year we have had the highest number of speakers -120- and the highest number of stakeholder events ever organized alongside the Ministerial eHealth Conference and the World of Health IT, the two main events of the week. With all of the co-located events that joined, eHealth Week has become the essential Health IT stakeholder platform for Europe,” underlines Jeremy Bonfini, Executive Vice President, Global Services, HIMSS.

One clear area of growth was the IHE Interoperability Showcase, which focuses on implementing standards-based systems and applications using the Integrating Healthcare Enterprise (IHE) common interoperability framework. The showcase was one of the largest and most visited stands on the show floor, expressing the growing interest in experiencing and visualizing how systems can be interoperable. The show floor also featured several country pavilions, including a Turkish pavilion and a Hungarian Innovation pavilion. Some of the world’s largest companies were also represented including; AGFA, HP, EMC, Intel and T-Mobile which made up some of the 70 companies represented on the show floor. 

A new arrival to eHealth Week, which completely sold out was LHIT (Leaders in Health IT) Symposium, a new executive level forum hosted by HIMSS Analytics Europe, designed to give top leaders from healthcare IT the tools and information to navigate in a changing healthcare landscape.

The event concluded with Otto Larsen, Head of the Danish National Health IT Department, inviting all stakeholders to participate in eHealth Week 2012, which promises to be the largest in eHealth Weeks’ history with the 10th Anniversary of the High Level Ministerial Conference. eHealth Week 2012 will take place in Copenhagen, Denmark, from 7-9 May , 2012. 

The eHealth Ministerial Conference, (organized jointly by the European Commission and the EU member state that holds the Presidency of the Council of the EU) and the World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition, are the 2 main cornerstone events that form eHealth Week, which takes place annually in the country that holds the Presidency of the Council of the European Union. 

###

For regular updates, please visit www.ehealthweek.org and follow us on http://twitter.com/EU_ehealthweek
About World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition: Visit http://www.worldofhealthit.org for more information.
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Time to act: Delegates at eHealth Week 2011 call on Member States to implement eHealth solutions

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY - (May 10, 2011) - eHealth Week 2011, the largest annual gathering of the European eHealth communities, today opened its gates in Budapest, Hungary, with the motto “Investing in the healthcare systems of the future”. More than 3,000 experts have come to Budapest to deliver a powerful message to healthcare providers, governments and patients across the European Union: eHealth is a key element in sustaining world-class healthcare; the time to implement is now! 

Miklós Szócska, Hungarian Minister of State for Health said: “The Ministerial eHealth Conference 2011 highlights that smart solutions are bringing new aspects into health policy decision-making while safe and high quality healthcare can be better supported through IT applications. Information technology is essential to modernise healthcare, while innovation is crucial to develop new solutions promoting transformation towards new care models. The Hungarian EU Presidency recognizes that eHealth can contribute to a better investment in the health systems of the future and shares the view that the European Union should encourage more innovation in the provision of IT healthcare solutions. Speeding up the development and spread of eHealth systems will bring the necessary support for future sustainable health systems to promote better Europe competitiveness.”

Stephen Lieber, President of the Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS), said: “eHealth is here to help solve some of Europe’s most pressing healthcare challenges, such as meeting the challenges of an aging of the population. However, it should also be seen as the key to new opportunities – a whole new market is emerging with new business and new jobs, in which Europe can truly lead the world.” The European eHealth market is currently estimated at around €15 billion and growing at an annual rate of 2.9 percent. HIMSS is one of the co-organizers of eHealth Week, together with the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union and the European Commission. 

For the first time ever, the European Commission has delegated two Commissioners to the event, underlining the increasing relevance of digitizing healthcare in Europe.  

Neelie Kroes, European Commission Vice President for the Digital Agenda, said: "At a time when individuals and governments need to watch every euro, eHealth can help to improve the efficiency of healthcare systems, boost the economy and empower patients. We have to invest in eHealth today!"

John Dalli, European Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy, said: "I am confident that the new Directive on patients' rights in crossborder health-care will make it possible to reap the benefits of eHealth for better access to safe and quality healthcare across the EU. In the near future, EU patients will benefit from this new law."
The eHealth Ministerial Conference organized jointly by the European Commission and the Hungarian Presidency together with The World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition are the cornerstone events that form eHealth Week, which takes place annually in the country that holds the Presidency of the Council of the European Union. The next eHealth Week will be in Copenhagen, Denmark, in May 2012. 

HIMSS Europe reveals activities 

With its numerous satellite events and symposia, eHealth Week is the think-tank for increasing the quality and efficiency of Europe’s healthcare by applying information and communication technologies. Together with the European Commission, HIMSS Europe is one of the driving forces behind eHealth Week – exclusively focused on providing leadership for the optimum use of healthcare information technology. The organization has increased its level of activity at this year’s event, focusing on the roll-out of health IT across the “healthcare eco-system”. 

“Information technology should connect all stakeholders in healthcare; solutions will expand from hospitals to primary care and ultimately to patient homes. This will enable us to manage the demographic challenge with its associated chronic disease wave, staff shortage and cost increase,” said Uwe Poettgen, one of the keynote speakers of the event and a participant in HIMSS Analytics Europe’s Leaders in Health IT symposia. 

Industry consolidates exhibition activities 

In a bid to consolidate its exhibition activities around a central European platform, the industry exhibition at the World of Health IT has invited some of the world’s largest companies; AGFA and HP are Diamond Sponsors of the event, while EMC, Intel and T-Mobile are Gold Sponsors. Solutions on display allow for remote diagnosis, remote monitoring or secure sharing of patient records between healthcare professionals. Ambient Assisted Living technologies focus on empowering the elderly, enabling them to enjoy more dignified and independent lives. 

“EHealth will never replace the human touch but it can enable healthcare workers to dedicate more time to direct contact with patients. And patients are pro-actively using technology to learn about illnesses and even to manage their conditions. eHealth Week provides the annual platform to review the progress made with regard to eHealth development and adoption in Europe. This element will be enforced even more strongly at eHealth Week 2012 in Copenhagen. Because the time for eHealth to hit the streets is now,” concluded Jeremy Bonfini, Executive Vice President for Global Services at HIMSS. 

eHealth Week 2012 will take place in Copenhagen, Denmark, from May 7 to 9, 2012. 

###

For regular updates, please visit www.ehealthweek.org and follow us on http://twitter.com/EU_ehealthweek
About the High Level eHealth Conference 2011: Visit http://www.ehealthweek.org for more information.

About World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition: Visit http://www.worldofhealthit.org for more information.
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eHealth Week 2011: Information Technology provides a cure for Europe’s mounting healthcare costs 

· Healthcare  professionals spend between 30 and 50 percent of their time on administrative tasks rather than patient care

· Healthcare spending rise faster than economic growth in most EU countries

· Largest pan-European eHealth event, eHealth Week (Budapest, May 10-12), puts spotlight on making healthcare systems fit for the future through the wider use of IT 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM, and BUDAPEST, HUNGARY, April 12, 2011 – In the context of an aging population, leading-edge but expensive medical treatments and a well-informed, demanding population; Information Technology is seen as a cornerstone of sustainable world-class healthcare for Europe. At eHealth Week 2011, the annual gathering of the European eHealth communities, stakeholders will draw attention to how IT solutions can make the continent’s health systems fit for future challenges. 

“Current methods of delivering healthcare are simply not sustainable in the face of demographic changes and the expected chronic disease wave,” says Jeremy Bonfini, Executive Vice President for Global Services at HIMSS. “We need to make sure that we have robust, intelligent systems in place to deal with this.” 

More than 30% of Europeans will be 65 or over in 2025. Chronic diseases such as diabetes are likely to double or even triple over the next 20 years, leading to a shortage of specialists and care givers. Even today, staff costs are estimated to account for 50-70% of healthcare costs. According to information from the Spanish government, the current healthcare systems require professionals to spend between 30 and 50 percent of their time on administrative tasks rather than patient care. 

Healthcare spending rising faster than economic growth 

Today, France spends 11% of its GDP on healthcare, Germany 10.6% and Belgium 10.3%. For most European countries healthcare represents the greatest percentage of budget growth in terms of expenditure.

According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Europe’s multi-challenged healthcare systems require an increase in spending which outstrips economic growth. Many governments will have to make difficult choices to sustain their healthcare systems: curb the growth of public spending on health, cut spending in other areas or raise taxes, according to OECD analysts.

Dutch health insurers and the Netherlands Bureau for Public Policy Analysis have already announced that the annual health insurance premium per person is set to rise by 300 euro over the next four years because the costs for healthcare will rise by 4% per year, while the economy is expected to grow only by 1.25%. 

“Our systems are guaranteed to collapse if we do not make radical changes,” warns Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for the Digital Agenda. “In times of fiscal austerity and rising deficits, smart spending is often more effective than cost cutting.” 

Europe’s eHealth elite shows the way forward 
A case study by the Asklepios Hospital Group in Germany showed that annual costs per patient could be reduced by 36.7% through the use of e-health solutions. CIO of Asklepios, Uwe Pöttgen, will be one of the keynote speakers at the European eHealth Week 2011 in Budapest (May 10-12, 2011). From France, Prof. Eric Lepage of AP-HP will share experiences from the modernization of the Hospital Information System for 72,000 healthcare professionals in 39 Parisian hospitals. 

eHealth Week has emerged as the only true pan-European eHealth platform: Germany will be represented by ten speakers, Sweden by seven speakers, Denmark and the UK by six speakers each. Country delegations from all EU Member States will be sending decision-makers to the High-Level Ministerial Conference on eHealth, which for the first time ever is opening its doors to all delegates of eHealth Week. Delegate registrations are being confirmed from all over Europe, with the Scandinavian countries leading the field. The industry exhibition at The World of Health IT has attractedsome of the world’s largest exhibitors; AGFA and HP are Diamond Sponsors of the event, EMC², Intel and Telekom are Gold Sponsors. 

“This is the one week in the year when the eHealth community of Europe gathers. You can focus more on networking, professional development and conduct more professional business here than you can during any other week of the year,” says Bonfini. Registration is open at www.ehealthweek.org. 

For regular updates, please visit the www.ehealthweek.org and follow us on http://twitter.com/EU_ehealthweek
About the High Level eHealth Conference 2011:

Visit http://www.ehealthweek.org for more information.

About World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition:

Visit http://www.worldofhealthit.org for more information.
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European eHealth Week 2011: Registration opens; strong support from leading hospitals and associations

Key stakeholders make decisive leap towards Europe’s largest eHealth event (Budapest, Hungary, 10-12 May, 2011) 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM and BUDAPEST, HUNGARY (January 13, 2011)– Registration is now open for the eHealth event of the year, eHealth Week 2011, which takes place in Budapest, Hungary on 10-12 May, 2011 (www.ehealthweek.org). The Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, the European Commission and HIMSS Europe invite eHealth stakeholders from Europe and beyond to what has become the most important gathering of eHealth experts in Europe. 

The event attracts Government decision makers, Industry Leaders and Europe’s most influential CIOs from hospitals and healthcare organisations: “Healthcare is an increasingly global endeavour. For an international hospital provider like us, eHealth Week 2011 is an ideal opportunity to keep in touch with the most recent developments”, says Uwe Poettgen, Chief Information Officer at Germany's Asklepios Hospital Group, and a key figure in the innovative Asklepios Future Hospital Program. In a keynote, Poettgen will be speaking about investing in the healthcare systems of the future.

Another confirmed keynote is Eric Lepage, EPR Director at the Assistance Publique - Hôpitaux de Paris (AP-HP) and Professor for Data Processing, Bio Statistics and IT at the University of Paris. He is engaged both in implementing electronic patient records and in healthcare IT research: “An EPR works best in a standardised healthcare IT environment. This is why international exchange and cooperation is so important. The same is true for healthcare IT research, which is increasingly performed by cross border research networks.” 

eHealth Week 2011 focuses on 'eHealth in an Age of Austerity: Achieving Maximum Benefit'. Healthcare is facing substantial challenges, including demographic changes and reduced resources. “People are living for longer and they should be able to do so as actively and independently as possible”, explains Neelie Kroes, European Commission Vice-President and Commissioner for the Digital Agenda, co-leading with John Dalli - Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy – the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing. Intelligent eHealth services are indispensible for reaching this goal: “Solutions such as fall-detection and prevention devices, easy-to-use social interaction services to overcome loneliness, and smart use of ICT in the home all facilitate active and independent ageing. We need input from stakeholders to make sure the pilot  Innovation Partnership can help to make these ideas a reality for Europe's senior citizens.”

eHealth Week 2011 is a joint event of the European Commission’s High Level Ministerial Conference and the World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition. The Hungarian government, which is holding the rotating presidency of the European Council, is hosting the event. . “The most significant approach towards the modernization of the healthcare systems for each EU member state government is how to better invest in their systems for the future. eHealth supports this new approach, why not to benefit from that?” says Dr. Miklós Szócska, Hungarian Secretary of State for Health.

Jeremy Bonfini, Executive Vice President for HIMSS Global said: “eHealth Week in Budapest will show European healthcare professionals and industry stakeholders how healthcare services can be extended from the hospital to the home and efficiently provide the quality of healthcare that is demanded by an increasingly ageing population.”

eHealth week 2011 will also welcome many new partners such as IMI (Innovative Medicines Initiative) – the largest private-public partnership in life sciences – which will hold its second Stakeholders' Forum meeting for all eHealth week participants. Other partners include Netc@rds and the European MHealth Alliance (EuMHA).

For regular updates, please visit the www.ehealthweek.org and follow us on http://twitter.com/EU_ehealthweek
About the High Level eHealth Conference 2011:

Co-organised by the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union and by the European Commission, the High Level eHealth Conference 2011 is a ministerial event, representing since 2003 an important annual milestone in the field of ICT for healthcare. The conference theme of this 9th edition – “eHealth: investing in the healthcare systems of the future” – underlines how to modernize national health systems through evidence-based health policy-making supported by newly developed IT systems. This should be done in the context of  Europe's challenges emerging from an ageing society, along with patient and professional mobility. The conference will present how and why eHealth can contribute to achieve sustainability at system level and to serve the specific goals of the EU 2020 Strategy at policy level. Visit www.ehealthweek.org for more information.

About World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition:

The World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition is the leading forum for the advancement of Health IT in Europe.  Addressing the needs of key stakeholders in the European eHealth Community, the World of Health IT Conference & Exhibition offers professional development sessions, vendor exhibitions, best practice exchanges, networking sessions, debates and discussions on the issues that will shape the future of eHealth. The WoHIT Organising Committee comprises the EC (European Commission), HIMSS (Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society), EUROREC (European Institute for Health Records), COCIR (European Coordination Committee of the Radiological, Electromedical and Healthcare IT Industry), EHTEL (European Health Telematics Association) and EFMI (European Federation for Medical Informatics). Since its inception in 2006, WoHIT has welcomed over 8,000 attendees and 270 exhibitors from over 60 countries throughout Europe and worldwide. Visit www.worldofhealthit.org for more information.
